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for him to take account of the Common Weal,
and to fall in personally with the general will.
Personal interests, which are detrimental to the
life of the State, are always near and pressing;
it is important that the citizen should be aided to
take account of the Common Weal, by having a
conception put before him of some step that is
practicable and within reach, and therefore worth
struggling for.

A The idealist who paints a fancy picture of a
^* social Utopia may not be useful practically;
to some temperaments his picture will merely be
an incitement to censorious criticism of all exist-
ing institutions and powers, while other people may
be depressed at the impracticability of realising this
ideal, and be inclined to despair of the possibility
of any improvement. Here the work of the states-
man comes in, to shape a relative improvement that
is practicable, and that is, therefore, worth aiming
at. Better provision for old age, better housing,
better conditions of employment, are all spheres
in which a relative improvement is possible. They
are all matters in which steps may be taken by
public spirited individuals1 towards improving the
Common Weal; and it is the business of the states-
man to mark out these successive steps towards the
Common Weal, and to show how best they can be
taken. Unless the ordinary citizen feels that there
is some experiment that is worth trying, he is not
1 See above, p. 72.